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This research is focused on analyzing the possibilities and challenges of
developing tourism in mining heritage cities (MHCs) within conflict areas. These
cities simultaneously have vibrant historical and cultural resources and tourism
possibilities in the context of security threats and infrastructural inadequacy, which
usually characterize conflict areas. The study aims to find ways of boosting tourism
competitiveness for such areas with a specific interest in formulating sustainable
tourist management policies that foster community involvement and cultural heritage
protection. The case study analyzes different conflict areas, representing the best
practices and the most effective way of exploiting heritage in mining and luring tourist
attractions based on the authentic experience. The results exhibit how tourism can
serve as an agent towards economic recovery and social empowerment and acts
towards peacebuilding in conflict-affected areas. This study furnishes pragmatic
recommendations for legislators, the tourism sector, and community members to
favor a more robust and inclusive tourism model that benefits the local community
and cultural heritage conservation. Finally, the paper underlines the need to
understand the complexity of tourism in conflict areas, using some invisible resources
for renewal and growth.

1. Introduction

Theoretically, tourism can transform conflict-
affected regions through economic benefits,
cultural exchange, and international understanding
at a personal level [1]. However, it stands in the
way of some challenges, such as insecurity,
infrastructural deficits, and social limitations
habitual to war-affected regions in realizing this
positive potential [2]. Mining heritage cities
(MHCs) richly possess cultural and historical
resources that have the potential to attract tourists
in search of authentic experiences. At the site of
conflict, intense social turmoil and instability are in
place against tourism investment and tourism itself
[3]. Yet, there is nothing short of excellent tourism
promotion by these places' preserved unique early
mining- and industrial-heritage narratives. They
will contribute to conserving cultural heritage
while offering great promise for immediate
economic turnaround, employment generation, and
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micro-business stimulation [4]. MHCs attract
tourists seeking adventure and history, as they are
places where industrial history meets local culture.
They can be described as living museums
showcasing the evolution of mining methods and
the impact these industries have had on the
communities they are functioning within [1].
Against such a backdrop, MHCs have many
hindrances: security, infrastructure, etc. Others
include social barriers, political tensions, cultural
distinctions, and differences in power that might
inhibit tourism development and community
involvement [5]. They also require an
understanding of more customized approaches that
can be used to meditate on these complex societal
scenes in tourism planning and management [2-6].
Tourism may also help mitigate some of the socio-
economic problems in these zones. Via revenue
generation and creating jobs, tourism can empower
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people, alleviate poverty, and facilitate the
development of infrastructure and services [7].
However, it must be noted that tourism
development must act cautiously, not to aggravate
existing tensions, and not plunge into exploitation.
This study will thus tackle the challenges and
opportunities posed by tourism development in
MHCs from conflict zones through the lens of
sustainable tourism management methods stressing
community participation and cultural heritage
preservation within the conflict area. The study will
provide evidence that tourism can be an instrument
for revitalizing and developing conflict-affected
areas, thus paving the way for a more inclusive
future resilient to such disasters.

1.1. Background and Rationale

Conflict zones are often marked by historic
unrest and political instability, which are
significant deterrents to their consideration in
tourism development due to security concerns and
infrastructural limitations [8]. Ancient mines and
industrial heritage sites render such locations
invaluable assets because they can serve as tools
for conserving tangible cultural heritage, economic
regeneration, job creation, and local business
development [9-15]. MHCs caught in conflict
bargain the intersection of industrial history and
local culture, making such cities one-of-a-kind
destinations for tourists interested in history and
adventure. Mining regions can transform
themselves into living museums for visitors by
depicting the evolution of mining practices and
their impacts on communities [2-4]. Then, tourism
will empower local communities, reduce poverty,
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and improve investment in infrastructure and
services through generating income and creating
jobs. However, it must be sensitive and context-
specific so that tourism does not aggravate existing
tensions, fray them, or add to the exploitation [16-
22]. Realizing how tourism-cum-mining heritage is
affected by conflict provides access to the untapped
benefits within these areas. Tourist initiatives may
promote understanding and dialogue among
differentiated communities, thus causing them to
share a common identity and purpose in conflict-
prone areas instead [23-27]. However,
responsibility taken while embracing tourism vis-
a-vis the concerned societies will engage cultural
sensitivity without causing adverse impacts,
including commodifying suffering or further
marginalizing the local people. When correctly
developed, tourism in conflict zones can bridge
other cultural differences while giving the
communities an income and resource base [1-9].
Conflict zones thus significantly inhibit tourism
and create immense challenges; however, they
could provide unique opportunities for opening
economic growth avenues and cultural exchange
capacities [28-33]. Hence, tourism is the best
vehicle that stakeholders can leverage to sell good
change in the MHCs, targeting their preservation
and promotional activities and creating a more
inclusive and sustainable future.

1.2. Research Objectives

This research paper aims to address a number of
crucial concerns to guide the examination of
tourism growth in MHCs within war zones (see
Table 1).

Table 1. Research questions and objectives of the study

Research Question

Objective

What opportunities does the exercise of tourism create for MHCs
in conflict contexts, represented by unique historical and cultural

Enumerate the different material and narrative assets that entice
these tourists despite the hurdles posed by their conflict-afflicted

attractions for potential tourists? status.

Investigate infrastructure, community involvement, and cultural
conservation strategies to improve the attractiveness of these cities
as tourist destinations.

What significant lessons are learned from case studies of successful ~ Discuss actual tourism examples with an assurance of success and
tourism development initiatives in MHCs worldwide and in factors that contributed to their success, and that would provide
different conflict settings? lessons for similar contexts.

What recommendations can policymakers, tourism practitioners, Offer practical advice to stakeholders on supporting tourism

and local communities provide to encourage sustainable tourism development for local communities by preserving cultural heritage
practices in MHCs affected by conflict? and avoiding adverse impacts.

What strategies can enhance tourism competitiveness in MHCs in
conflict zones?

tourists. Several aspects of tourism development
have been explored, including the impacts of
mining on local communities, the strategies to
enhance tourists' attraction to these cities through
infrastructural improvements, community
involvement, and conservation of culture. The

1.3. Scope and Limitations

This research paper highlights the prospects of
MHCs as potential tourism developmental areas
within conflict situations. Cities marked with
historical unrest and political instability have been
studied for potential cultural assets attractive to
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study also provides insight into sustainable tourism
practices that could be employed by policymakers,
tourism practitioners, and local communities for
the long-term good of all. This research will use
qualitative methods, including case studies,
interviews, and a literature review, to understand
some of the constraints and opportunities in these
regions. However, the research will also face some
limitations, including the lack of data owing to
instability, security concerns, and restricted access
to information. In addition, contextual limits on the
findings may limit their ability to generalize to all
MHCs located in conflict zones due to peculiar
socio-political situations, cultural dynamics, and
historical backgrounds. Longitudinal studies in
such rapidly changing arenas become unfeasible
since they require lengthy socio-political stability
for data collection, and tourism dynamics and
strategies may have changed within that time
frame. Nonetheless, the research hopes to provide
a clear impression of possibilities for tourism
development in MHCs within conflict zones,
emphasizing sustainable practices and community
involvement as modalities for achieving positive
results. It also tries to encompass the wide range of
issues affecting this topic. It provides
recommendations that concern its stakeholders as
they face challenges and intricacies related to
tourism in conflict-affected areas.

2. Literature Review

The literature on tourism in conflict zones
encompasses diverse themes, reflecting the
complexities and challenges inherent in developing
tourism in regions marked by instability and unrest.
This section aims to synthesize existing research on
key aspects of tourism in these contexts, including
the motivations of tourists who venture into
conflict-affected areas, the wunique touristic
potential of MHCs, the multifaceted challenges
faced in tourism development, and the strategies
that can enhance competitiveness in such fragile
environments. This literature study thoroughly
examines how tourism can act as a social
empowerment tool and a catalyst for economic
revitalization in conflict areas by examining these
interrelated issues. Furthermore, it highlights the
importance of ethical considerations, community
engagement, and sustainable practices in fostering
responsible tourism that respects local cultures and
contributes positively to the well-being of affected
communities. Through this exploration, the review
aims to identify gaps in the current literature and
suggest avenues for future research to further
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illuminate tourism's role in conflict-affected
regions.

2.1. Tourism in Conflict Zones

Tourism in places under conflict tends to be
complicated and paradoxical; adventure is what
motivates the adventurous traveler only to discover
danger. Often, the country will have stories
resounding with resilience, human spirit, and
reconstruction after a conflict, making them such
fascinating destinations for an adventurous yet
empathetic traveler [34]. There could be different
motivations behind such a tourist journey-thrill-
seekers who visit places that have recently or are
currently under some conflict, history witness, and
understanding of the socio-political complications
at play. All these motives are vital for tourism
authorities in fulfilling the needs and demands of
their specific citizen in conflict visitor tourism [23-
29]. Such acknowledgment of tourist motivations
will help a tour operator to develop meaningful
events accessible to the outside world and uphold
the spirit of respect for the host's way of life, as
with dark tourism —the visiting of places related to
death and misery [35-37]. Much will be achieved
by the tourism experience, being sensitive to
multiple realities and, at the same time, not
exploiting the suffering population [3]. Scientists
have initiated discussions on the relationship of
tourism with peace-building, wherein it is believed
that it contributes towards people-to-people
interaction that eventually results in an
understanding of and dismantling stereotypes
between a tourist and a resident [7-11, 38]. When
properly managed, tourism can contribute to local
economies by providing livelihoods and research
for community development, which, in turn, can be
beneficial for peace and stability. Ethics have
become paramount in the discourse of tourism in
conflict zones. Scholars insist on not exploiting and
ensuring equitable distribution of economic
benefits from tourism among local communities
[33-38]. There are also serious ethical
considerations regarding conflict-zone tourism,
which may unintentionally perpetuate existing
inequalities or commoditize sufferings [39].
Literature has shown that the immediate impact of
conflict on the tourism industry is the travel
suspension into those areas where there is severe
fighting, resulting in a sharp plummet of tourists
and loss incurred by tourism-reliant communities
[11, 22-39]. Travel advisories and restrictions have
worsened these situations by including areas
peripheral to the actual conflict zones to shrink the
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"safe" destinations map in the public
consciousness.

2.2. Mining Heritage Cities: Touristic Potential

Intangible and tangible heritage is rich in
MHC:s, significantly enhancing their potential as
tourist destinations. They include physical
structures such as mines, machinery, and workers'
housing and intangible heritage elements such as
stories, traditions, and the unique way mining
communities live [40]. Research on how these
elements could be curated and interpreted was
completed and documented with tourism in mind,
stressing the importance of conserving and
interpreting this heritage in ways that create
meaning for wvisitors [41-45]. Architectural
significance stands out in the attraction of MHC
study tourists since many Iberian sites contain
spectacular industrial architecture, which mirrors
historical mining practices and socio-economic
conditions. Examples include old mining
machinery and worker houses that can tell how
miners lived and how much of a narrative there is
to add dimension to the visit [46-47]. As such,
understanding the social and cultural dynamics of
the mining community is equally vital in presenting
their heritage to tourists. Research revealed that
local communities should be involved in tourism
development projects so that their voices and
stories could also be part of what visitors could hear
[4-9]. This thus enriches the tourist experience
while planting a sense of ownership and pride in
local people, which may raise community support
for tourism initiatives. Thematic tourism
experiences include heritage trails, guided tours by
local experts, and interactive exhibits, which can
engender a deep, immersive experience with the
history and culture of mining communities [11-15].
Museums and interpretation centers play a critical
role in giving life to the past and the importance of
mining heritage to the minds of tourists. Touristic
value is enormous for MHCs as they offer a rich
tangible and intangible heritage span [48-51].
Hence, designing thematic tourism experiences,
putting local communities on board, and setting up
educational facilities like museums are key
strategies to make these cities attractive tourist
destinations.

2.3. Challenges in Tourism Development in
Conflict Zones

Among all the challenges, security, social, and
economic challenges all channel into deriving a
tourism activity in the area, with security
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conditions being the prominent aspects that may
deter potential tourists and, therefore, lead to
decreased visitation and revenue generation for the
tourism product [52-57]. The area perceived as
insecure could also influence travelers' travel
decisions, thus necessitating elaborate security
measures and comprehensive safety information
communication [23-27, 49]. Other negative social
impacts afflicting communities in conflicted zones
that significantly affect tourism development are
things like dislocation, loss of means of livelihood,
and erosion of cultural heritage [58].
Understanding such local needs and aspirations and
developing tourism strategies appropriate to local
needs and aspirations are crucial for establishing
tourism as a tool for social empowerment and
conflict resilience [39-41, 59-63]. Conflicts
damage accessibility and infrastructure; this means
the transportation network, accommodation
facilities, and tourism-related infrastructures get
damaged, hampering visitors' accessibility and free
movement in and around the conflict zones [64-
69]. Economic strain on governments and
communities can restrict their ability to invest in
the timely development and maintenance of
tourism.  Infrastructure  investments  with
alternatives like air must be considered to
overcome all hindrances and make it easier [14].
Ethical challenges confronting tourism in conflict
zones present a different bag of challenges.
Tourism can very well exploit local communities,
commodify sufferings, and entrench existing
power structures. Initiatives should emphasize
responsible and sustainable practices that respect
local culture, ensure equitable distribution, and
refrain from exacerbating existing tensions [70-
72]. Initiatives for community-based tourism could
be a good answer to the ethical issue since they
would empower local communities to shape the
tourism narrative according to their values and
aspirations [18-21]. Tourism should positively lead
towards socioeconomic empowerment, peaceful
coexistence, and economic development. Social
empowerment will be possible if these remain the
focus of responsible development and
management. Most importantly, for conflict areas,
stakeholders should aim to engage in community
participation, invest in infrastructure, and
encourage moral conduct.

2.4. Strategies for Tourism Competitiveness

Amidst the extraordinary challenges posed by
the situation in conflict regions, tourism research,
in itself, primarily contemplates the planning for



Nag and Rathore

the improvement of competitiveness. From this
perspective, infrastructure development (e.g.,
roads, airports, accommodation, and
communication networks) is necessary to access
the area more readily and improve the visitor
experience. In this way, tourism activities could be
mitigated against some consequences of conflict
while achieving broad economic resilience in the
communities concerned [1-9]. Community
awareness programs should also be utilized to
boost competitiveness in tourism. Allowing local
communities to participate in tourism-related
concerns strengthens them and builds a sense of
ownership and pride among the residents.
Preserving heritage culture and historical
significance are among the core strategies and will
involve environmentally sustainable practices,
visitor guidelines, and the community in heritage
conservation efforts [22-24, 29]. Cooperation
between the governmental, NGO, and private
sectors is a prerequisite for a coherent approach to
tourism development in conflict. These public-
private partnerships, community-based programs,
and international projects will help maximize the
efficient use of resources, share knowledge, and
enhance capacity building [14]. At the same time,
the increase of resilience of the tourism economy
will therefore be obtained in conflict-affected
areas. Equally important, marketing and promotion
have a part to play in improving tourism
competitiveness [7-19]. Marketing campaigns
constructed around the unique multi-hospital
centers (MHCs) and their cultural worth can attract
various tourism traffic. Digital platforms and social
media can put tourism promotions in front of
everyone, engaging in experience and meaningful
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travel opportunities [23-25, 33]. By bringing forth
the narrative of these places' history, traditions, and
experiences, stakeholders can create compelling
stories that draw tourists in search of real
connections. Mitigating the risk of tourism
development in conflict zones shall result from the
continuous assessment of the security situation,
community attitude, and the broader socio-political
scenario. An all-encompassing approach that
engages with  infrastructure  development,
community awareness, cultural preservation,
consensus among stakeholders, and a good
marketing strategy shall be adopted to cultivate a
resilient and sustainable tourism industry that will
profit local communities and support peace and
stability.

3. Methodology

This research employs a qualitative research
design to assess the return of tourism to MHCs in
conflict areas (See Figure 1). Qualitative methods
were selected, therefore, to grasp the history,
society, and economic complexities that influence
what is burgled in the environments associated with
it. In particular, this study draws upon document
analysis, content analysis, and literature reviews as
primary techniques for assembling and interpreting
data because of the specific difficulties that such
fields face, from security to regulatory restraints to
infrastructure deficiencies. An exploratory multi-
method strategy also provides an opportunity to
bring various studies closer to each other and,
therefore, consider competitive promotion
strategies for tourism in areas recently marked by
violence.

(Research Design )

-
Literature Review

-
Document Analysis

* Defines a qualitative approach
for studying tourism in conflict-
affected Mining Heritage Cities
(MHCs).

* Focuses on security challenges,
economic revitalization, and
stakeholder engagement.

\-

* Sources: Peer-reviewed
papers, reports (UNESCO,
UNWTO).

* Purpose: Identify theoretical
gaps, analyze case studies, and
evaluate policy impacts on

\_ tourism. )

*Sources: Government
policies, tourism plans,
industry reports.

*Purpose: Examine policy
implementation, barriers,
and stakeholder strategies.

\-

J

Content Analysis

* Steps: Thematic coding —
Comparative analysis —
Pattern recognition.

(Case Study Selection

« Criteria: Historical significance, conflict impact, tourism
initiatives, policy data availability.

* Selected Cases:
* Mostar, Bosnia & Herzegovina — Post-war heritage

restoration.

* Sierra Leone — Tourism in active mining zones.
* Medellin, Colombia — Urban transformation via tourism.

Figure 1. Methodology flowchart for the study
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The literature review provides a basis for
identifying significant trends and unmet research
needs about tourism development in conflict areas.
It draws on government reports, books, articles
from scholarly journals, and publications of
international organizations such as the UNWTO
and UNESCO. This review provides the study
background through insights into tourist strategies,
economic impacts, and policy interventions in
heritage sites threatened by wars. Document
analysis examines tourism policy statements,
master plans, and strategic development
documents. The aim is to understand how different
organizations and governments plan for tourism in
conflict situations. Moreover, such an approach
helps recognize environmental trends, security
management, and community engagement. This
paper includes three case studies aimed at practical
relevance, chosen with care for their historical
significance, post-conflict recovery path, and
implementation of the tourism program. The
selected case studies are:

1. Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina - Heritage
restoration as a post-war tourism driver.

2. Sierra Leone - Examining tourism's role in
economic diversification during mining
conflicts.

3. Medellin, Colombia - The role of urban
transformation and cultural tourism in
countering the global perception of a conflict-
ridden city.

Following data collection, content analysis
systematically codes and classifies themes
emerging from the reviewed literature and policy
documents. The analysis comprises:

1. Thematic Coding: Tagging key patterns
regarding  security  concerns, economic
revitalization, and tourism policies.

2. Comparative Analysis: To evaluate the strengths
and weaknesses of the tourism strategies for
MHCs.

3. Pattern Recognition: To discover repetitive
themes in stakeholder engagement and policy
execution.

This systematic methodology thoroughly
evaluates tourism development interventions by
linking theoretical concepts with case applications.
However, some limitations must be acknowledged.
The study's use of secondary data sources means
that the conclusions drawn from this research
depend on the credibility and accessibility of the
published reports. In addition, primary data
fieldwork is lacking, restricting the possibility of
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direct engagement with local communities; hence,
policy documents and strategic plans are the
primary analytical material. Still, this strengthens
the comparative framework presented in this study
for all those stakeholders involved in the tourism
industry and policy development to formulate
specific conflict-sensitive tourism strategies.

4. Case Studies

4.1. Case Study 1: Mining Heritage City in a
Post-conflict Zone (Mostar, Bosnia and
Herzegovina)

Best known for being an example of resilience
and recovery after the Bosnian War from 1992 to
1995, one finds Mostar, a city in Bosnia, deep in
the heart of it all. For centuries, the city's abundant
mineral heritage, with remnants of coal and metal
mining activities, offers a venue from which the
city can rehabilitate itself in the form of heritage
tourism [32]. A curious confluence of nature, old
architecture, and mining heritage creates a rich
tapestry in which exploration gives way to a view
of this city, threading its lines of conflict and
recovery [33]. Mostar was chosen as the study site
to merge post-conflict recovery with rich mining
heritage. Not only does it hold potential within
tourism development in picturesqueness-interlaced
history, but it also carries an unexplored historical
significance beneath the mining areas [34]. The
renovation of the Old Bridge represents the city's
cultural identity and resilience; thus, heritage uses
could best take place for economic regeneration. It
is justified primarily that Mostar is poised to give
voice to the broader theme about how other cities,
emerging from conflict, could utilize their
industrial past for economic and social
regeneration [35]. Mostar provides an interesting
case of a contested and ongoing relationship
between the development of tourism and the
community that can serve as a powerful example of
how mining heritage can contribute to the narrative
of recovery and reconciliation in post-conflict
settings [36]. The example of Mostar might serve
to enlighten researchers on tactics that might be
used to revitalize cities currently confronted with
the dual problems of economic development and
post-conflict recovery [32].

Restoration of war-destroyed Stari Most is one
of the main initiatives in Mostar. Built-in 1566, this
bridge was a vital symbol of the city's cultural
heritage and became a critical link between
different communities [37]. The restoration design
initiated by UNESCO, with the cooperation of the
World Bank and local authorities, was aimed at the
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recoverability of the bridge based on its original
model and the use of traditional materials and
techniques [38]. It began in 1999 and ended in
2004. On 23 July the same year, the bridge opened
its doors to the public again. This project not only
resuscitates a landmark of architecture but also
symbolizes rebuilding and reconciliation for
thousands of other communities in Mostar [39].
Successfully reconstructed Old Bridge has turned
Mostar into an essential node of heritage tourism
by offering many interesting stories about the past-
culture-historical background. The community
development aspect of tourism development in
Mostar is a significant initiative. The project was
referred to as "Mostar 2004". It had goals for the
development and revitalization of the city
regarding the expected opening of the bridge. It
emphasized local communities' involvement in the
tourism  process [40]. By  promoting
entrepreneurship among the residents and creating
community-based tourism businesses, Mostar
managed sustainable employment generation and
improvement in visitor experience. Further, the
projects along the Neretva are essential to
improving public spaces and promoting tourism in
Mostar. The construction of parks, recreation areas,
and cultural spaces will turn the front of the river
into a vivacious place for residents and visitors
[41]. Events like Mostar Summer Festival attract
communities and tourists, enhancing their
connections and bringing out the city's cultural
richness.

Mostar could offer many things on tourism
development that will have a broader implication
for other post-conflict countries. These successful
approaches in Mostar allow communities to take
pride in their identity and historical significance
while creating innovative and sustainable
employment opportunities [42]. The city then
becomes an exclusive destination to visit for
culture and history. In the same manner, cities such
as Mostar can learn from translating the
experiences of their post-conflict recovery into
best-practice development models for sustainable
tourism based on cultural and industrial heritage,
paving the way for essential peacebuilding
contributions and economic revitalization in
similar contexts [43].

4.2. Case Study 2: Tourism Development in a
Conflict Zone with Active Mining Activities
(Sierra Leone)

Battle-scarred Sierra Leone is forever torn
between its ongoing mining operations and the
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rapidly developing tourism sector. A country
blessed with mountains and beautiful beaches,
along with a whole lot of mineral resources, such
as diamonds, gold, and bauxite, Sierra Leone
presents a complex challenge between economic
necessity and environmental conservation [44].
From 1991 to 2002, a civil war raged over the
devastated Sierra Leone infrastructure and
economy. Enormous challenges were mounted to
rebuild and promote tourism as a viable economic
sector in dismal conditions. For many years, the
economic contribution of mining to the economy
has been reflected in the share of GDP and export
earnings [45]. The often adverse social impacts of
mining have included deforestation, soil erosion,
and the displacement of local communities. Most
of these have been identified as significant
drawbacks to developing a viable tourism sector
because tourists are discouraged from visiting a
place damaged by mining activities [46]. This case
study is particularly pertinent in showing Sierra
Leone's recent conflict history and ongoing
recovery efforts toward rebuilding its economy and
social relations. Civil wars always leave behind a
trail of destruction in heavy and often indirect
ways, such as destroyed infrastructure,
displacement, and weakening of institutions [47].
Countries affected by conflict rely heavily on
tourism to diversify their economies and boost
sustainable development. Thus, tourism as a
promising sector is complicated by the presence of
active mining operations. Mining in Sierra Leone
has always been an ambivalent scenario. It
generates significant revenue and employment
opportunities, but at the same time, it creates many
challenges for tourism [44]. Mining, especially
diamonds, has been a cause of environmental
degradation that often turns potential visitors off
from enjoying beautiful natural landscapes. For
instance, Kono District, one of the districts reputed
for diamond deposits, has sustained the destruction
of flora and soil erosion due to mining activities.
This destruction is detrimental to the region's
biodiversity and aesthetic appeal [45]. These
concerns affect not only the environment but also
livelihoods in many areas where agriculture and
fishing are the primary sources of livelihood. The
displaced communities are rendered homeless and
forced to drink contaminated water, which only
worsens the poverty and social tensions that their
conditions have become, creating an environment
that is frequently inhospitable to tourists [46].
Indeed, it is possible to engage communities
and have them participate fully in anything
designed to develop sustainable tourism in Sierra
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Leone, particularly in places that mining activities
have heavily impacted. ~Community-Based
Tourism (CBT) Models have emerged, intending to
engage the community in tourism planning and
management, empowering residents. The CBT
model is being adopted in areas like the Tiwai
Island  Wildlife  Sanctuary, = where local
communities develop eco-lodges and offer guided
tours showcasing the island's unique biodiversity
and cultural heritage [47]. Developing a tourism
strategy in Sierra Leone, considering community
involvement, could be transcribed into
memorializing local traditions while addressing
mining-relevant issues. "Tourism development will
take place over the national managed natural
resource management system, as stated in the
Sierra Leone National Tourism Policy." These
sustainable practices have underlined the principles
of sustainable tourism and natural resource
management by having protected areas such as
Outamba-Kilimi National Park, which one can visit
to balance conservation against development for
wildlife and eco-tourism visitors [48]. Such skills
are directed toward responsible mining practices
and natural resource protection to make Sierra
Leone an attractive travel destination. The
government is also strengthening its capacity to
exercise regulatory control by enforcing
environmental regulations covering the mining
sector, including framing environmental impact
assessment standards, conditioning the frameworks
to impose sanctions for violations, etc. Such
measures would ensure sustainable development
and tourism growth as corporate mining houses
become answerable for their local environmental
and social impacts [49].

With this way of taking up tourism development
besides the still active mining, Sierra Leone will
impact the future strategies of other regions that
experience  similar problems in  tourism
development. Successful mining and tourism
living together could establish a benchmark for the
globe [46]. It could urge responsible mining
practices to guard the environment while keeping
Sierra  Leone's  natural  beauty  intact.
Recommendations may include the lessons learned
from Sierra Leone in other post-conflict nations
whose recovery process and post-conflict tourism
resource extraction issues are similar [47].
Sustainable economies maximize countries' natural
and cultural resources while addressing issues
created by continuous mining, which may thus
create those attributes within a country. Tourism in
Sierra Leone is a real mix when talk is made about
conflicts and active mining zones worldwide [44].
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Sustainable practices, community involvement,
and adequate governance will lead to a more
sustainable and just future for the citizenry of this
country.

4.3. Case Study 3: Successful Tourism
Transformation in a Former Conflict Zone
(Medellin, Colombia)

Medellin, once the headquarters of drug cartels
and crime, now shines as a picturesque tourist
attraction. With its focus on social innovation,
infrastructure build-out, and cultural preservation,
Medellin serves as a city with a model for others
who seek to shun the burden of conflict [50-51].
Medellin is known for its innovative public
transportation system, art and culture, and tourism
development, an affirmation of the courage and
vision of the city for change. Given the historical
backdrop replete with problems like high crime,
poverty, and social inequality, the transformation of
Medellin is quite remarkable [51]. With its strategic
planning and active community participation,
Medellin has been able to change those challenges
into opportunities for growth and development.
The recovery strategy of the city embedded tourism
to cause economic rejuvenation and social
integration. Medellin's tale is an example of how
tourism can begin to heal social ills, empower
communities, and build pride among native
residents, indicating the powerful potential of
tourism as a change agent for good [52]. The
triumphant metamorphosis of Medellin is much
worth noting for other cities still grappling with the
conflict's aftermath, particularly in integrating
tourism into social inclusion, economic
development, and cultural preservation. One
crucial aspect of urban renewal and infrastructural
development that lines Medellin's path of
transformation is its charm. The city invested a lot
in public transport, including the Metrocable
orbital cable car system, connecting impoverished
neighborhoods to the city's central area. This
answer to transportation advancements permits
mass transportation and entices tourists interested
in the supernatural views of the spread wonders and
surrounding mountains [53]. Notably, the
Metrocable  fostered the  integration  of
neighborhoods, previously somewhat insular, such
as Comuna 13, into the urban identity of Medellin,
thereby linking up communities with jobs,
education, and health services, significantly
upgrading the standard of living of its residents.
The Metrocable's success has provided the
springboard  for  developments in  other
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complementary modes of public transport, such as
electric escalators and better buses, thus improving
accessibility and interconnectivity within the city
[54].

The hallmark of community engagement
remained firmly at the heart of Medellin's
transformation, especially considering that specific
neighborhoods were previously no-go places.
Regarding tourism projects, the city has been
careful to involve residents in the planning and
execution processes to ensure that the benefits of
tourism are shared equitably; the administration
was determined to involve residents in equal shares
with other sectors [51]. Local tours run by women
from Moravia are excellent examples of tourism
engendering social transformation. For tourism
development, a local model was designed,
emphasizing social responsibility and inclusivity,
thus highlighting the role of tourism in engendering
good throughout war-affected localities [52-55].
The other important aspect of Medellin's radical
transformation involves preserving and promoting
cultural heritage. City authorities restored several
historical sites, constructed public spaces, and
promoted local artists and cultural organizations.
Such a dedication to the culture not only improves
the city as a tourist product but also helps enhance
the identity and belonging of the citizens [56].
Medellin, through establishing cultural institutions,
such as the Museum of Modern Art and the
Botanical Garden, has transformed into an
inclusive and vibrant destination. These spaces
hold cultural events, exhibitions, and performances
that invite residents and tourists. A flourishing
artistic scene with spectacular street art and public
murals is now one of the defining characteristics of
the city's identity [57]. Annually, the Medellin
Flower Festival, which focuses on the flower
culture of the region, draws thousands of tourists,
symbolizing the importance of community
participation in nurturing cultural traditions.
Medellin has constituted programs to strengthen
artisans and artists to better their skills and promote
their work [52]. Getting local crafts and products
into the market by lending colorful markets and
festivals further enriches the city's cultural scene.
The narrative of Medellin's success is essential for
other areas facing similar challenges, showing how
tourism could drive social change, economic
development, and community cohesion in conflict-
ridden areas [55].

The lessons learned from the Medellin case
highlight the necessity of including tourism within
the broader context of urban planning and
development scenarios. In cities facing the legacies
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of conflict, emphasis should be placed on
community  engagement, investment into
infrastructure, and promoting cultural heritage as
pathways to resilience and recovery. This
development also highlights the need for the
government to work closely with local
communities and private entrepreneurs to promote
tourism. Other cities can formulate tourism models
that generate an economy and stimulate social
bonding and empowerment by forming
partnerships emphasizing environmental well-
being and social justice.

5. Results

The research uncovers the potentiality of MHCs
in conflict zones as fabulous tourist destinations
while providing empowerment and economic
revitalization to the communities. The research
cites several case studies and reveals essential
themes such as the cities' tourist attractions, the
importance of community participation, the need
for infrastructural development, and the crucial
role of cultural heritage preservation. Such findings
underscore the fact that, in addition to the unique
characteristics and opportunities offered by MHCs,
they also emphasize the complex relationships
between tourism development and the well-being
of local communities. This section shows how
MHCs can use these results to give tourists a
thorough understanding of their historical and
cultural resources and a sustainable dimension into
their  operations for the socio-economic
development of local communities.

5.1. Touristic Potential of MHCs in Conflict
Zones

MHCs in conflict settings have demonstrated
great touristic potential due to their narratives of
historical relevance and industrial and cultural
richness. These cities tell enticing stories that draw
adventurous tourists interested in post-conflict
recovery [72]. Their attraction lies in the beauty of
their landscapes and the captivating stories told by
the mining sites that tie the region's history to its
existence. Mining heritage offers a rich narrative to
draw tourists whose interests run with resilience,
innovation, and community. Mostar in Bosnia,
Herzegovina, and Medellin in Colombia illustrate
mining heritage as a tool for attracting tourists
wishing to experience history and adventure. The
restoration of the Stari Most bridge in Mostar
stands for resilience and cultural heritage while
also acting as a magnet for tourists interested in the
city's mining history. This restoration, therefore,
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became a cornerstone for revitalizing the local
economy in light of tourism and for establishing a
renewed sense of identity among the local people
[32-57]. According to the study, if these touristic
potentials are recognized and marketed effectively,
this can positively impact the economy while
bringing socio-cultural benefits. For example,
increased tourist activity creates jobs, increases
investments in local infrastructure, and revitalizes
community spaces [73]. While engaging with
tourism, communities develop pride in their
heritage and history, which becomes a pillar of
social cohesion and empowerment of the
community. With proper exploitation of their
unique histories and cultural assets, the MHCs can
lure all kinds of touris, from adventure seekers to
those interested in cultural and historical narratives
[74]. This wide variety of tourist activities
enhances a visitor's experience and promotes all
sustainable tourism practices that benefit the local
communities [75]. Conflict zones, therefore, offer
an immense opportunity for tourism development,
with potential for economic growth on one hand
and promotion of cultural understanding and
resilience on the other hand.

5.2. Community Engagement and
Empowerment Strategies

Those who built up the community engage in
tourism initiatives that can be regarded as
significant aspects of the overall fruits of tourism
development in the MHCs located in conflict
zones. Local communities interface with owning
pride and economic upliftment through
participatory tourism activities, capacity-building
programs, and entrepreneurship initiatives
involving local people [76]. Social cohesion is
promoted along the way. Tourism within this
framework is thus alive to the community's
interests in developing more authentic and
meaningful experiences for visitors. In Medellin,
the local people become actors as tour guides while
narrating their life stories or experiences to visitors,
earning some income and cultivating a sense of
pride and ownership in the community. Not only
does this participatory approach help generate
income, but it also enables community members to
develop a sense of ownership by actively
participating in creating the narrative of their city
[44-52]. Therefore, community engagement in
tourism development yields improved living
standards for residents since they reap monetary
rewards that help them overcome poverty and
promote social cohesion [77]. Underlining
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community-driven initiatives such as Sierra
Leone's very active community initiatives in
development underscore the necessity for local
citizens concerning sustainable tourism. Capability
development exercises enable communities to take
control over their tourism endeavors through the
skills acquired in managing the tourism business
successfully [47-53]. This not only improves the
quality of service for tourism but, most
importantly, inculcates pride in the citizens since
they partake in the economic improvement of their
region. Investing in human capital builds a
sustainable tourism model for residents and visitors
[78]. Such involvement is necessary to ensure
tourism development's sustainability and equity.
Active engagement can be utilized further by
MHCs to enhance their tourism offerings while
contributing to the long-term well-being of their
residents.

5.3. Infrastructure Development and
Accessibility Improvements

Infrastructure development and accessibility
enhancements are vital to the competitiveness of
tourism in the MHCs within conflict zones.
Maintaining well-kept infrastructures, such as
roads, airports, accommodations, and
communication networks, is necessary to attract
and comfort tourists [79]. Thus, the quality of
infrastructure plays a vital role in defining the
overall visitor experience with easy movement and
access to attractions, thereby making these
destinations an added attraction. Accessibility
supports tourism but incites investments; hence,
one creates a virtuous cycle of tourism inducement
for local investments in services and amenities
[80]. For instance, the Metrocable system in
Medellin, Colombia, has ramped up access to
formerly isolated neighborhoods, enabling tourist
access to the city's cultural offerings. In addition to
aiding tourism, improved infrastructure supports
the local economy by creating employment
opportunities in construction and allied areas.
Infrastructure projects offer both employment
opportunities during the construction period and in
the longer term for all ancillary activities that
emerge in response to the needs of the tourists [81].
This is especially crucial for a conflict-affected
area, where employment generation has the
potential for poverty alleviation and social stability.
Infrastructure investments ensure that MHCs can
meet tourist needs while laying down an enabling
environment for local businesses to flourish.
Accessibility of tourism destinations for all
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persons, including persons with disabilities, is a
social responsibility and a business opportunity
[11-23]. Through inclusive and accommodating
infrastructure, MHCs can  bolster their
competitiveness and appeal to a more varied
clientele.

5.4. Preserving Cultural Heritage and
Enhancing Tourism Experiences

Critical to successful development in MHCs
within conflict zones is the preservation of cultural
heritage. A balance must be established between
preservation and development. They must have all
historical and cultural value while contributing to
economic growth through tourism. Some
enhancements have included establishing such
facilities as museums, guided tours, interactivities,
and heritage trails in MHCs, which are quite apart
from providing educational opportunities to access
local history and culture [82]. In Mostar, for
example, guided tours include visits to significant
historical mining sites; tourists gain unusual
insights into the region's industrial past by
engaging with local guides and sharing personal
experiences [49]. Establishing a local, operational,
and specific collaboration between communities,
tourism operators, and governmental entities is
essential for effectively preserving the cultural
heritage. Initiatives emphasizing and prioritizing
local voice and local experience in tourism
experience development heighten their authenticity
and guarantee that such heritage will be available
for future generations [83]. The involvement of
local communities in the planning and managing
tourism initiatives creates a more sustainable
tourism model that respects and reflects the area's
cultural values. The local contribution has a
positive effect on tourism and the conservation of
cultural heritage. When communities are involved
in tourism development, they feel ownership of
their cultural assets and are willing to participate in
their preservation [84]. Such involvement may
revitalize lost traditional practices, crafts, and
festivals. In mining heritage-dominated areas, local
artisans should be encouraged to display their
crafts and get the experience of tourists, thus
complementing the objective of protecting
traditional skills and knowledge [17]. Innovative
approaches such as cultural heritage tourism
leveraging modern technology and interactivity
such as augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality
(VR) were seen as more beneficial to the visitor
experience [19]. The event location can be brought
alive with immersive storytelling opportunities,
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creating a bridge between the past and the present,
where visitors can engage dynamically with the
present significance of mining heritage [85-87].

The study contends that it is essential to have an
interaction between culture preservation and
community engagement with infrastructure
development and experience creation. When these
four elements work in conjunction, then MHCs
within conflict areas cannot only reach tourists but
also become part of meaningful economic
development and social well-being for the
communities in which they live. Based on these
arguments, sustainable tourism practices serve as
the main engine in ushering transformation within
these areas.

6. Discussions

The research explores the opportunities MHCs
offer for tourism and economic revival in conflict-
affected environments. It validates the integrative
significance of cultural preservation, community
participation, infrastructure, and immersive
experience in tourism development. When aligned
favorably, these measures can make MHCs
attractive to tourists and profitable for local
economic growth and social development. As a
result of these findings, sustainable tourism
practices can be the agents of change in
transforming such suffering regions. The
discussion further progresses in challenges and
opportunities in using mining heritage for tourism
development in conflict areas by emphasizing
stakeholder engagement and the importance of
collaborative approaches in decision-making and
resource allocation. Furthermore, it provides a
glimpse into the lessons from some successful case
studies and its essential implications for policy
formulation and enactment. They have also
elaborated further on possible impediments facing
sustainable tourism development, particularly the
lack of resources, capacity, and competing interests
of various stakeholders. The study presents a broad
framework within which complexity is examined
alongside the opportunity afforded by mining
heritage tourism in conflict zones to guide
policymakers, tourism operators, and community
leaders in turning this opportunity into endowed
potential while safeguarding cultural heritage for
future generations.

6.1. Balancing Preservation and Development
Goals

Indeed, one of the most daunting challenges that
tourism has to deal with in the MHCs of conflict-
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affected contexts and that of preservation against
development is striving to maintain this delicate
balance. Maintaining this balance is essential in
ensuring heritage sites do not lose their authenticity
with economic development and human well-
being. Conservation will preserve these places'
cultural and historical value, drawing tourists
seeking genuine experience and helping maintain
unique identities and legacies [52]. Development is
required to generate jobs, stimulate the economy,
and improve lives by making the community
sustainable and resilient. The debate is about
discovering new means of  combining
contemporary amenities and infrastructures
without sacrificing the integrity of the heritage
sites. In holistic terms, such cross-fertilization of
cultural preservation, community participation,
and sustainable development come into play. The
responsible planning and management methods,
e.g., adaptive reuse of heritage buildings and green
technologies, will help address the aforementioned
issue of balancing development and preservation
[88]. Cities, therefore, increase architectural
heritage while serving modern amenities and
services to these people and tourists by prioritizing
adaptive reuse of historic buildings.

Low-impact tourism, such as eco-tourism and
heritage trails, is also essential for achieving
sustainable tourism, as these types of activities
have a significant potential to lower the negative
impacts of tourism and maximize its benefits.
These activities translate into conserving the
environment while creating economic benefits in
the locality, bringing ownership and pride to
heritage [14]. By involving residents in planning
and managing tourism activities, cities can ensure
that development is consistent with the needs and
aspirations of the community, resulting in more
sustainable and equitable outcomes. The part
played by government policies and legislation
cannot be overemphasized in such a situation.
Efficient policies to reconcile preservation and
development, e.g., historic preservation tax credits
and stringent building regulations for new
structures, can channel the urban renewal and
tourist development process [62]. Governments
can establish a regulatory system that encourages
sustainable development while safeguarding the
cities' cultural heritage through collaboration with
the local community, tourism operators, and
heritage managers. Protecting cultural heritage and
aspirations for development is a complex issue that
calls for a holistic approach [89]. With an emphasis
on sustainable practices, community participation,
and responsible planning, the MHCs can develop a
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tourism model that honors their specific histories
and contributes to economic development and
social health in conflict areas. Some of the
learnings in these cities can be exported to best
practices in urban revitalization and heritage
preservation in the other conflict areas, thus
enhancing their journey into becoming vibrant and
sustainable  destinations for the coming
generations.

6.2. Managing Security Challenges in Conflict-
Affected Tourism Destinations

Security issues in conflict-affected heritage
cities have an impact on tourism development.
Political unrest, social unrest, and crime discourage
travel, discourage investment, and threaten long-
term economic viability. These need for
appropriate methods of comprehensive security
management, such as risk assessment, crisis
management planning, and collaboration between
local government organizations and stakeholders in
the travel and tourism industry [90]. Many
examples involve the implementation of a
stakeholder coordination system, in which law
enforcement, international organizations, local
governments, and tourism operators collaborate as
a single unit to support the nation's efforts to ensure
visitor safety. Security-threat management policies
are demonstrated through case studies [52-59].
UNESCO's cultural rehabilitation and municipal
safety initiatives were implemented in Mostar,
Bosnia & Herzegovina. In addition, Sierra Leone,
which has a history of conflict, has a community-
driven or user-driven safety model in which
cultural groups and local guides actively participate
in making tourist safety and responsible tourism
viable [49]. In a similar vein, Medellin, once called
one of the most dangerous cities in the world, is
now able to reduce crime significantly through
urban redevelopment, better public facilities, and
patrolling led by the police [57]. Policy measures
have further strengthened the frameworks in tourist
destinations shaped by conflict. In certain parts of
the government region, insurance schemes for the
citizens were established particularly to offer
financial security against unforeseen incidents
from which the tourists could fall victim.
Destination branding campaigns reducing negative
perceptions -through visitor safety apps, real-time
travel warnings, and the likes- have also helped
lessen the misgivings [91-93]. It is improving
progressive adaptation to the security threats in
destinations by launching a multi-stranded security
strategy using the components of infrastructure
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development, law enforcement,
communication.

and opening

6.2. Role of Stakeholders in Tourism
Development

Various  stakeholders’ roles in tourism
development become critical, particularly in MHCs
in conflict scenarios. The stakeholders refer to a
myriad of persons and groups, including residents,
the government, tourism operators, business
associations, and, of course, the tourists
themselves. Each group of stakeholders plays an
essential role within the tourism milieu and in the
realization of both the planning and
implementation of tourism activities [21]. Their
active participation becomes imperative for
assuring that sustainable tourism designs may be
fairly distributed to all affected partners in a socio-
culturally responsive manner. Usually, it is locally.
This is important in promoting tourism because
they know their community's historical past,
culture, and resources. They should be involved in
decision-making to nurture a sense of ownership
and patriotism about local heritage [57]. This will
also allow the locals to engage in tourism activities
like tour guiding and running local businesses. This
creates an economic benefit and helps them retain
their cultural identity. This involvement of local
communities can enhance the tourism experience
as tourists are likely to join in the local culture and
stories associated with that destination. Local and
national governments support tourism
development by enacting laws and policies
conducive to sustainable practice [55]. They should
build infrastructure, market the destinations, and
guarantee visitors' security and safety. Good

governance is the hallmark of balancing
stakeholder interests and aligning tourism
development with community needs and

environmental preservation [19].

To this end, local authorities can mediate
cooperation between tourism operators and
community residents, ensuring cooperation
benefits all parties involved. Tourism operators and
businesses play a key role in the tourism system.
Part of their work is to create experiences and
services that attract visitors, and further, their
sustainability directly depends on the health of the
local environment and inhabitants. Another way for
tourism operators to distinguish themselves is by
promoting the quality of their products through
sustainable operations and local interaction [14].
Companies involved in tourism can be engaged in
promoting responsible practice and an acceptable
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distribution of these financial rewards within the
community. The cooperation between different
stakeholders will guarantee the success of tourism-
based development. = Communication and
collaboration will go a long way to establishing
common objectives, resolving possible conflicts,
and mobilizing resources for mutual benefit.
Public-private partnerships, for example, can
facilitate investment in infrastructure and services
that will enhance the tourism experience without
impinging upon the cultural and environmental
purity of the region [62]. Including stakeholders in
decision-making, especially in key decisions
affecting tourism and development throughout the
MHC, will establish trust and a feeling of
belonging. Feedback may be sought using
methodologies of public hearings, focus groups,
and questionnaires so the views of various
stakeholder groups are heard and their
apprehensions are considered in the decision-
making process. By actively engaging stakeholders
in planning and managing tourism activities, cities
can create a tourism model that is more sustainable
and resilient, one that respects the views and
wishes of local people.

Stakeholder engagement is critical, but many
challenges still exist in successfully engaging
concerned parties. Ununderstandings about trust,
priorities, and resources can block collaboration
[93]. The fragmentation of the tourism industry
creates competing interests among stakeholders, so
finding consensus on development objectives
becomes a problem. That said, those challenges
open up avenues for innovation and growth.
Developing tourism products unique to the MHCs
through a culture of cooperation and transparency
would sustain cultural identity and economic
growth. Local know-how and skills in tourism
planning imply more "genuine" and "sustainable"
tourist experiences, benefiting the local community
and tourism. On the other hand, the role of
stakeholders in tourism development is periphery
and equally predominant for the success of MHCs
in conflict zones. Through the active participation
of residents, government entities, tourism
suppliers, and other stakeholders, MHCs can
establish a sustainable tourism model that
conserves cultural heritage, promotes economic
interests, and provides social well-being. The
wisdom and experience obtained from stakeholder
participation will help formulate best practices in
tourism development, strengthening the resilience
and viability of such communities against past
conflict.
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6.3.1. Destination Image and Stakeholder-
Driven Perception Management

Perceptions of places and even security tourist
target regions are tested, frequently to the extreme
since unfavorable opinions are permitted to endure
long after a conflict has ended [32]. In addition to
ensuring safety, security-related locations also face
the issue of gaining tourists' trust due to their
perceived safety. Media participation in narrative
rebranding is one of the best strategies to change
views about a new location [28]. Cities like
Medellin are effectively using digital marketing to
draw attention to their urban revitalization
initiatives, shifting the city's focus from its violent
past to its cultural vibrancy. The Stari Most bridge,
likewise restored and thronged by Mostar, has been
touted as a symbol within its heritage tourism
profile of reconciliation and durability [43].
Destination image management and transformation
require the involvement of stakeholders. Public-
private partnerships between the tourism board,
media, and local entrepreneurs can shape
destination realities perceived abroad [12].
Investment in infrastructure development, cultural
tourism, and safety programs will facilitate the
rebranding. Structured ways of stakeholder
perception management should include engaging
local communities in tourism initiatives, creating
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narratives about safety improvements and culture
with media exposure, international events and
festivals inviting tourists while bringing the image
of the country into a situation where there is an
even public-private partnership in the case of travel
bloggers and influencers, or travel bloggers and
influencers [37]. In this way, an emerging tourist
destination in post-conflict can change its image,
gather investments, and ensure future growth in
sustainable tourism. With the combination of
measures on security and effective perception
management, cities with cultural heritage affected
by conflict are expected to position themselves as
competitive tourism destinations for resilience and
economic sustainability in the long run.

6.4. Lessons Learned From Successful Case
Studies

Studying some successful cases of incorporated
MHCs in conflict zones has produced significant
insights and lessons for future tourism
development schemes. By analyzing the strategies
and practices used by cities that have successfully
integrated their mining heritages into their
sustainable tourism, one can devise a block of
typical cliches and best practices that will lead to
success (see Table 2).

Table 2. Lessons Learned from Heritage Tourism and Community Engagement: Case Studies of Mostar,
Medellin, and Sierra Leone

Lesson Learned Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Medellin, Colombia

Sierra Leone

Restoration of the Stari Most bridge in
Mostar serves wonderfully to

People participated in their cultural

Importance of

symbolize resilience. It will also prove

Residents become tour guides and

tours as a community-driven tourism

Community interesting to tourists interested in the share their stories with tourists, thus initiative that gave them an economic
Engagement mining history of this city, and here earning money and ownership [51]. opportunity and reinforced their social
will accrue feelings of pride in ties with one another [49].
residents [32-43].
. . S The Metrocable system
The city invested in maintaining and Yy L .
. . development has changed Improving infrastructure has remained
. constructing well-laid roads and FASI . . . . .
Strategic . e . accessibility in previously isolated a serious challenge; insufficient
accommodation facilities for tourist - o >
Infrastructure . . S neighborhoods. Now, it is easy for resources are available to enhance
attractions and restoring historical . . . . . .
Development tourists visiting the city to find their ~ roads, transportation, and

buildings such as the Stari Most bridge
[32-43].

way around and get to know the
cultural offerings [56].

accommodation.

Innovative and
Immersive Tourism

Tourists are taken closer to the history
and culture of the place through
guided tours that include visits to

The collection of interactive exhibits
and heritage trails portrays the city's
culture and industrial heritage,

Cultural tours and heritage trails are
being developed, though investment
needs to go further in providing the

Experiences . . .. increasing the visitors' simulated environment to engage

historical mining places [45]. . L .. . . .
understanding and appreciation [55].  visitors with the mining heritage [44].
. The collective action of stakeholders ~ Limited resources and capacity have
. Partnerships between local . .

Collaborative o .. led to the establishment of been hurdles to developing
communities, government entities, and R R . X

Approach to . community-based tourism collaborative partnerships among the
tourism operators ensured the s . .

Stakeholder . AR initiatives, such as the Moravia stakeholders. However, steps are being
restoration of historic sites such as the N . .

Engagement Tours, based on sustainability and taken toward involving local

Stari Most Bridge [32-43].

environmental stewardship [57].

communities in tourism planning [47].

This degree of comparison illustrates what is
similar or different in implementing the three case

studies of the lessons learned from successful
mining heritage tourism development. Mostar and
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Medellin are very involved with developing
communities, infrastructure, compelling
experiences, and collaborative partnerships. Sierra
Leone has more constraints due to limited
resources and capacity. Yet the lessons and insights
from such case studies can still be adapted to the
local context to inform and guide the development
of tourism in Sierra Leone. The lessons learned
from successful cases in MHCs within conflict
zones indicate the mneed for community
participation, infrastructure strategic development,
new tourism experiences, and stakeholder
engagement. By adopting these lessons and
adjusting them according to the contexts of each
city involved, other MHCs could replicate these
sites with sustainable tourism models promoting
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cultural heritage while ensuring various economic
and social benefits.

6.5. Policy Implications and Recommendations

The study's key findings on MHCs in conflict
zones highlighted the need for an integrated policy
framework to ensure sustainable tourism
development while safeguarding cultural heritage
(see Table 3). Policymakers are ultimately the
shapers of the tourism landscape, and the
implications and recommendations outlined below
have been specifically tailored to be applied to
decision-making along the lines of preservation
and recognition of community interests while
promoting economic growth.

Table 3. Lessons Learned from Heritage Tourism and Community Engagement: Case Studies of Mostar,
Medellin, and Sierra Leone

Policy

Tourism Policies

Recommendation Description Example
The Ombilin Coal Mining Heritage in Sawahlunto,
Develop Integrated Policymakers should prioritize the development of integrated  Indonesia, illustrates the effectiveness of policies

tourism policies that encompass cultural preservation,
community engagement, and infrastructure development.

combining heritage preservation with tourism
development, increasing visitor engagement and
economic revitalization [3].

Encouraging community engagement in tourism planning

Foster Community
Engagement and
Participation

and development is essential for fostering a sense of
ownership and pride among residents. Policymakers should
implement mechanisms for inclusive decision-making, such
as public consultations and stakeholder meetings.

The successful revitalization of mining ghost towns
has highlighted the importance of community
involvement in shaping tourism initiatives that reflect
local values and aspirations [15].

Invest in Sustainable

Investment in sustainable infrastructure is critical for
enhancing the competitiveness of MHCs as tourist
destinations. Policymakers should prioritize funding for

The Sawahlunto case demonstrates how targeted
infrastructure investment can improve accessibility

Infrastructure s h . .
well-maintained roads, transportation systems, and and enhance the tourist experience [31].
accommodations.
. .. . Training initiatives focusing on hospitality, tour
Support Capacity To empower local communities, policymakers should

Building and Training
Programs

support capacity-building and training programs that equip
residents with skills necessary for tourism-related activities.

guiding, and heritage management have proven
effective in enhancing community participation in
tourism [54].

The Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model has

Promote Policymakers should facilitate collaborative partnerships . .

. . . o . effectively fostered collaboration and leveraged
Collaborative among stakeholders, including local communities, tourism . P .

. " resources for tourism development in mining heritage
Partnerships operators, and government entities. areas
Implement To ensure the effectiveness of tourism policies and Continuous monitoring in successful case studies
Monitoring and initiatives, policymakers should implement monitoring and provides valuable insights into the successes and
Evaluation evaluation frameworks that assess the impacts of tourism challenges of tourism initiatives, enabling informed
Frameworks development on cultural heritage and local communities. decision-making [77].

The policy implications and recommendations
from studying MHCs in conflict zones highlight the
need for an integrated, community-centric, and
sustainable approach to tourism development. If
policymakers emphasize cultural preservation, resist
the temptation to dominate the community, invest in
infrastructure, support capacity building, enhance
collaborative partnerships, and introduce monitoring
frameworks, an enabling environment will be created
for sustainable tourism that benefits both local
communities and the cultural heritage of these
distinctive towns or cities. Such approaches will
improve the tourism experience for incoming
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travelers and contribute to the long-term resilience
and sustainability of MHCs in conflict zones.

7. Conclusions

The research emphasizes the mighty possibilities
that MHCs may have in areas of conflict in growing
into prospective thriving travel destinations that
facilitate social and economic growth. Results reveal
the necessity to find the balance between inadequate
investment in infrastructure, community
involvement, cultural preservation, and real
experience from visitors to make tourism sustainable
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in these settings. With being appropriately aligned,
MHCs can go beyond their traditional stories of
resource exploitation and conflict to set themselves
up as representatives of continuities and resilience in
culture. A whole host of proactive approaches will be
required to bring about this change to manage
competing interests such as preservation versus
commercialization and security concerns that inhibit
tourists. Stakeholder engagement is one of the most
important guarantees of equitable and sustainable
tourism development in MHCs. Countries should
develop tourism policies as part of their post-conflict
economic recovery frameworks and ensure that all
laws protecting cultural resources leave space for
responsible investment. To improve the experience
and infrastructure of the visitors, local stakeholders
should be encouraged to engage in heritage-based
tourism  through  public-private  partnerships.
Involving communities in tourism programs will
empower the local populace to tell their own cultural
stories while sharing the benefits derived from the
travel and tourism industry. According to best
practices from case studies, with effective multi-
stakeholder governance frameworks, heritage
conservation incentives, and targeted marketing
initiatives, MHCs can achieve strong repositioning on
the global tourism map.

Security still poses a significant challenge when it
comes to guaranteeing access to sites of cultural
heritage in a conflict-affected area. Potential visitors
and investors could be assured if comprehensive
crisis management frameworks with risk assessment;
stakeholder collaboration; and safety certification

Infrastructure investment as a key
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programs are established. Travel destinations such as
Medellin and Mostar exemplify how smart marketing
and improved security can transform the image in the
world and improve travels. Governments and tourism
boards need to work closely with law enforcement
and private security companies to ensure tourist areas
are adequately secured while still being open and
welcoming. Emergency response measures, real-time
travel advising systems, and tourist insurance plans
should form part of tourism strategies so that
perception of risks can be lowered. On the other hand,
one of those most important lessons from this study is
that community participation should initially be
viewed as an important part of tourism development
instead of just an auxiliary element. Locals should
also be included in policy and visitor experience
development because they are really the beneficiaries
and key players in tourism development. Promoting
various forms of cooperatives like collective
historical cooperatives and community visitor centers
is a means towards economic self-reliance and
regional authenticity. Finally, MHCs need to be
strategically positioned into international tourism
networks with the combination of the development of
infrastructure, improvements of security, legislative
featuring, and culturally aware marketing initiatives
(see Figure 2). Indeed, the research findings serve as
useful reference points for stakeholders for
leveraging the transforming potentials of tourism into
building legacy destinations that are inclusive,
sustainable, and profitable.

decision-making

Challenges in managing security risks

image i ct:
tourism potential
can

negative perceptions
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Figure 2. Future research areas for development of conflict-affected MHCs
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7.1. Implications for Future Research

Future research will articulate the nexus of

security,

policy-making,

and economic

sustainability in MHCs, especially in conflict-
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affected regions. Addressing these research gaps

inform future effectiveness
strategies at  the

could
development

in tourism

level of

policymakers, businesses, and communities (see

Table 4).

Table 4. Key Research Areas for Sustainable Tourism in MHCs

Area of
Research

Description

Potential Research Questions

Implementation Strategies for Stakeholders

Expected Benefits

Socio-Economic
Impact Studies

Investigate the
socio-economic
effects of tourism on
local communities,
including economic
benefits and social
structures.

- How does tourism influence
local employment rates?

- What are the economic
impacts of tourism on
community cohesion and
cultural identity?

Governments: Design tourism policies that
ensure job creation and equitable distribution of
economic benefits.

Businesses: Invest in local entrepreneurship and
skills development programs.

Communities: Participate in cooperative tourism
ventures to maximize local economic benefits.

Policies that
maximize economic
gains while
mitigating social
disruptions.

Explore effective

- How do participatory methods
compare to traditional top-

Governments: Encourage participatory tourism
governance models.

Enhanced local

- down approaches in fosterin, . articipation
Community community pprod & Businesses: Implement corporate social partieip ’
community involvement? oy A S leading to
Engagement engagement . responsibility (CSR) initiatives that prioritize . .
L . - What best practices can be L sustainable tourism
Models strategies in tourism . . community involvement. .
identified from successful o . . . models with long-
development. . Communities: Establish tourism committees to .
community engagement .. . ; term benefits.
e ensure local representation in decision-making.
initiatives?
- What are the ecological . . .
Assess the g Governments: Enforce environmental regulations  Protects heritage
. consequences of tourism on . . . .
environmental and impact assessments for tourism projects. sites from
. . . local ecosystems? . . . .
Environmental impacts of tourism . Businesses: Adopt eco-friendly infrastructure and ~ environmental
P . - How can eco-tourism and . . . . .
Sustainability in MHCs and . sustainable tourism practices. degradation while
. conservation efforts be " . .
develop strategies . . . Communities: Promote local conservation ensuring long-term
. s integrated into tourism N . . . .
for sustainability. initiatives and responsible tourism. tourism viability.
development?
. - How do socio-political . . .
Analyze tourism . P . Governments: Use international case studies to
. contexts influence tourism . ..
. development in . refine tourism policies. Informs adaptable
Comparative strategies and outcomes?

Studies Across
Conflict Zones

various conflict
zones to understand
diverse challenges
and strategies.

- What lessons can be learned
from successful and
unsuccessful tourism initiatives
in different settings?

Businesses: Adapt business models based on
successful practices from similar contexts.
Communities: Learn from other regions to
implement adaptive tourism practices.

tourism models and
risk mitigation
strategies.

Longitudinal
Studies

Track the evolution
of tourism in conflict
zones over time to
assess resilience and
adaptability.

- How do tourism initiatives
evolve in response to changing
socio-political landscapes?

- What long-term impacts do
tourism developments have on
local communities and cultural
heritage?

Governments: Develop long-term policy
frameworks for tourism recovery.

Businesses: Monitor industry trends and adjust
investment strategies accordingly.
Communities: Advocate for sustainable tourism
practices that preserve heritage.

Supports strategic
planning and
ensures tourism
remains beneficial
in the long run.

Security and
Risk
Management in
Tourism

Explore safety
measures and risk
assessment
frameworks for
tourism in post-
conflict zones.

- What security concerns
impact tourism in former
conflict areas?

- How can risk management be
integrated into tourism
planning?

Governments: Strengthen security infrastructure
and crisis management plans.

Businesses: Invest in safety measures such as
surveillance, emergency protocols, and risk
assessment tools.

Communities: Engage in local peacebuilding
initiatives to foster a safe tourism environment.

Enhances tourist
confidence, leading
to increased
visitation and
sustainable tourism
growth.

Tourism Policy
and Governance

Evaluate the role of
policy frameworks
in shaping tourism
development in

- How do national and local
policies influence tourism in
conflict-affected heritage sites?
- What governance models best
support sustainable tourism in

Governments: Implement transparent policies
that balance conservation and economic
development.

Businesses: Align operations with government
policies and sustainability goals.

Strengthens
regulatory
frameworks and
ensures balanced
tourism

Interdisciplinary
Approaches

MHCs. MHCs? Commumtlgs: Participate in Pollcymakmg to development.
ensure local interests are considered.
Incorporate - How do cultural heritage, Governments: Encourage cross-sectoral

perspectives from
various disciplines
to gain a holistic
understanding of
tourism
development.

community dynamics, and
economic factors affect tourism
development?

- What comprehensive
strategies can be developed to
promote sustainable tourism in
MHCs?

collaboration between tourism, culture, and
economic departments.

Businesses: Invest in research and partnerships
with academia.

Communities: Collaborate with scholars and
NGOs to develop sustainable tourism initiatives.

Leads to integrated
tourism solutions
that address the
complexity of
MHCs.
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The implications for future research encompass
a large array of addressing the issues with tourism
development in MHC:s in conflict zones. If tackled,
the areas of inquiry would allow researchers to
carve out the avenues for developing sustainable
tourism practices expected to empower local
communities, preserve cultural heritage, and
nurture the economic development of these
peculiar and historically rich regions.

References

[1]. Isaac, R. K., & Eid, T. A. (2019). Tourists’
destination image: an exploratory study of alternative
tourism in Palestine. Current Issues in Tourism, 22(12),
1499-1522.

[2]. Nag, A., & Rathore, A. S. (2024). Digital

Innovation and Destination Competitiveness. Journal of

Mining and Environment (in press).

[3]. Nag, A., & Mishra, S. (2024). Exploring Dark
Tourism in Mining Heritage: Competitiveness and
Ethical  Dilemmas. Journal  of  Mining  and
Environment, 15(3), 863-887.

[4]. Vukonic, B. (1997). Selective tourism growth:
Targeted tourism destination. Tourism, development and
growth: the challenge of sustainability, 95-108.

[5]- Moser-Mercer, B. (2015).
conflict zones. InThe Routledge
interpreting (pp. 302-314). Routledge.

[6]. Syafrini, D., Nurdin, M. F., Sugandi, Y. S., &
Miko, A. (2022). Transformation of a coal mining city
into a cultured mining heritage tourism City in
Sawahlunto, Indonesia: A Response to the Threat of
Becoming a Ghost Town. Tourism Planning &
Development, 19(4), 296-315.

[7]. Berger, S. (2019). Mining heritage:
Comparative perspectives. Making Sense of Mining
History, 302-320.

[8]. Smith, V. L. (1998). War and tourism: An
American ethnography. Annals of tfourism
research, 25(1),202-227.

[9]. Jelen, J. (2018). Mining heritage and mining
tourism. Czech Journal of Tourism, 7(1), 93-105.

[10]. Nag, A., & Mishra, S. (2024). Revitalizing
Mining Heritage Tourism: A Machine Learning
Approach to Tourism Management. Journal of Mining
and Environment, 15(4), 1193-1225.

[11].  Epifani, F., & Valente, D. (2023). Sustainable
Governance of Tourism-Based Social-Ecological
Landscapes. Sustainability, 15(22), 15967.

[12].  Gonzélez-Pérez, J. M. (2020). The dispute over
tourist cities. Tourism gentrification in the historic
Centre of Palma (Majorca, Spain). Tourism
Geographies.

Interpreting in

handbook  of

18

Journal of Mining & Environment, Published online

[13]. Martin Martin, J. M., Prados-Castillo, J. F., de
Castro-Pardo, M., & Jimenez Aguilera, J. D. D. (2021).
Exploring conflicts between stakeholders in tourism
industry.  Citizen attitude toward peer-to-peer
accommodation platforms. International Journal of
Conflict Management, 32(4), 697-721.

[14].  Alvarez, M., Campo, S., & Fuchs, G. (2020).
Tourism in conflict zones: Animosity and risk
perceptions. International Journal of Culture, Tourism
and Hospitality Research, 14(2), 189-204.

[15].  Laderman, S. (2013). From the Vietnam War to
the “war on terror’”: Tourism and the martial fascination.
In Tourism and war (pp. 26-35). Routledge.

[16].  Laderman, S. (2013). Tourism and the martial
fascination. Tourism and War, 26.

[17].  Seaton, A. V. (1999). War and thanatourism:
Waterloo 1815-1914. Annals of fourism
Research, 26(1), 130-158.

[18].  Miles, K. (2013). The origins of international
investment law: empire, environment and the
safeguarding of capital (Vol. 99). Cambridge University
Press.

[19].  Butler, R. W. (2020). Tourism carrying capacity
research: a perspective article. Tourism Review, 75(1),
207-211.

[20].  Butler, R. (2019). Tourism and conflict: a
framework for examining risk versus satisfaction.
In Tourism  and  hospitality  in  conflict-ridden
destinations (pp. 13-24). Routledge.

[21].  Butler, R. (2019). Tourism and
conflict. Tourism and Hospitality in Conflict-Ridden
Destinations, 2.

[22]. Armis, R., & Kanegae, H. (2020). The
attractiveness of a post-mining city as a tourist
destination from the perspective of visitors: A study of
Sawahlunto old coal mining town in Indonesia. Asia-
Pacific Journal of Regional Science, 4(2), 443-461.

[23].  Braim, K. M. (2018). Managing cultural
tourism in a post-conflict region: the Kurdistan Federal
Region of Iraq (Doctoral dissertation, University of
Nottingham).

[24].  Moufakkir, O., & Kelly, I. (2010). Peace and
tourism: friends not foes. Tourism, Progress and Peace
(pp. xvi—xxii). Oxon, UK: CABI, 10(9781845936778).

[25]. Pau, S., Contu, G., & Rundeddu, V. (2024).
From mine industries to a place of culture, tourism,
research and higher education: Case study of the great
mine  Serbariu. Journal of Cultural  Heritage
Management and Sustainable Development, 14(2), 282-
296.

[26]. Haeusler, N., Than, Z. M., & Kraas, F. (2019).
Tourism as a tool for peace?: Between the lines—
Thandaung Gyi in Kayin State, Myanmar. In Tourism



Nag and Rathore

and hospitality in conflict-ridden destinations (pp. 84-
103). Routledge.

[27].  Gelbman, A., & Timothy, D. J. (2011). Border
complexity, tourism and international exclaves: A case
study. Annals of tourism research, 38(1), 110-131.

[28]. Gelbman, A., & Timothy, D. J. (2010). From
hostile boundaries to tourist attractions. Current issues
in tourism, 13(3), 239-259.

[29]. Kadhim, K. A., Baldawi, K. H., & Lami, F. H.
(2017). Prevalence, incidence, trend, and complications
of thalassemia in Iraq. Hemoglobin, 41(3), 164-168.

[30]. Salsabil, S. R., Kristianto, Y., & Ariana, N.
(2023). Analysis of Conflict Control in The
Development of UNESCO Global Geopark as

Sustainable Tourism in Belitung Regency. Devotion:
Journal of Research and Community Service, 4(8),
1712-1724.

[31]. Karagdz, D., & Uysal, M. (2022). Tourists’
need for uniqueness as a representation of differentiated
identity. Journal of Travel Research, 61(1), 76-92.

[32].  Martinovi¢, A., & Ifko, S. (2018). Industrial
heritage as a catalyst for urban regeneration in post-
conflict cities Case study: Mostar, Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Cities, 74, 259-268.

[33]. Sydd, O., Sairinen, R., Orenius, O., & Tiainen,
H. (2023). Local perceptions of small-scale metal
mining development in post-conflict transition
countries: The case of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The
Extractive Industries and Society, 13, 101225.

[34]. Haider, H. (2020). Narratives, ethnicity and
post-conflict divisions in Mostar.

[35].  Carlton, R., & Walasek, H. (2016). Topography
of Destruction: Post-conflict Fieldwork Assessing the
Cultural Heritage in Bosnia-Herzegovina. In Bosnia and
the Destruction of Cultural Heritage (pp. 155-184).
Routledge.

[36]. Itko, S., & Martinovic, A. (2018). Industrial
heritage as a reconciliation milieu of post-conflict areas.

[37]. Pouresmaieli, M., Ataei, M., Nouri
Qarahasanlou, A., & Barabadi, A. (2024). Multi-criteria
Decision-making Methods for Sustainable Decision-
making in the Mining Industry (A Comprehensive
Study). Journal of Mining and Environment, 15(2), 683-
706.

[38]. Wollentz, G., Barisi¢, M., & Sammar, N.
(2019). Youth activism and dignity in post-war Mostar—
envisioning a shared future through heritage. Space and
Polity, 23(2), 197-215.

[39].  Riedlmayer, A. (2002). From the ashes: The
past and future of Bosnia's cultural heritage (pp. 98-
135).

19

Journal of Mining & Environment, Published online

[40].  Hadzimuhamedovi¢, A. (2008). The heritage in
post-war peacetime-the case of
Bosnia. Bastina/Heritage, 4, 25-72.

[41].  Forde, S. (2016). The bridge on the Neretva:
Stari Most as a stage of memory in post-conflict Mostar,
Bosnia—Herzegovina. Cooperation and Conflict, 51(4),
467-483.

[42]. Mrkonjic, Z., Kostic, M., Krezic, D., &
Petkovi¢, D. (2008). Technology park Mostar: from idea
to realisation”. 12th International Research/Expert
Conference” Trends in the Development of Machinery
and Associated Technology”, TMT.

[43]. Ljubenkov, L., Kvesi¢, D., & Erceg, J. (2024).
Delta flood risk analysis: case study from the Neretva

River (Croatia). Estuarine ~ Management  and
Technologies, 1, 69-93.
[44].  Shakya, M. (2009). Competitiveness

assessment of tourism in Sierra Leone: a cluster-based
approach. World Bank Policy Research Working Paper,
(5083).

[45].  Wilson, S. A. (2013). Company—community
conflicts over diamond resources in Kono District,
Sierra Leone. Society & Natural Resources, 26(3), 254-
269.

[46]. Kamara, D. A. K. (2023). An Exploratory
Study on Environmental Management Good Practices in
the Mining Sector in Sierra Leone. Available at SSRN
4533634.

[47].  Cubitt, P. C. (2011). Employment in Sierra
Leone: what Thappened to post-conflict job
creation?. African Security Review, 20(1), 2-14.

[48].  Kongoley-mih, P. S. (2017). Factors that inhibit
the development of tourism in Sierra Leone after the
rebel war. International Journal of Scientific and
Research Publications, 7(1), 38-43.

[49].  Betts, B. S. H. (2016). The role of tourism in
the development of Sierra Leone. American Scientific
Research Journal for Engineering, Technology, and
Sciences, 26(4), 205-224.

[50].  World Bank Group. (2014). Doing business
2015: Going beyond efficiency: Comparing business
regulations for domestic firms in 189 economies: A
World Bank Group flagship report. World Bank
Publications.

[51]. Castillo-Palacio, M., Harrill, R., & Zuiiga-
Collazos, A. (2017). Back from the brink: Social
transformation and developing tourism in post-conflict

Medellin, Colombia. Worldwide Hospitality — and
Tourism Themes, 9(3), 300-315.
[52]. Zapata-Aguirre, S., Lopez-Zapata, L., &

Mejia-Alzate, M. L. (2020). Tourism development in
Colombia: between conflict and peace. In Tourism
planning and development in Latin America (pp. 49-65).
Wallingford UK: CABL.



Nag and Rathore

[53]. McClanahan, B., Sanchez Parra, T., &
Brisman, A. (2019). Conflict, environment and
transition: Colombia, ecology and tourism after

demobilisation. International Journal for Crime, Justice
and Social Democracy, 8(3), 74-88.

[54]. Ahmed, M. J., & Oumer, A. A. (2023). The
impacts of armed conflicts on the heritage tourism of

Dessie and its environs, Northern Ethiopia. Journal of

Heritage Tourism, 18(1), 101-120.

[55]. Pouresmaieli, M., Qarahasanlou, A. N., &
Ataei, M. (2024). An evolution in sustainable
development: Integrating new semi-quantitative

assessment model with strategic management (Insights
from the mineral sector). Case Studies in Chemical and
Environmental Engineering, 10, 100983.

[56]. Pouresmaieli, M., Boroumand, Y., Habibi, M.,
Maleki, R., Ataei, M., & Qarahasanlou, A. N. (2025).
Green mining with artificial intelligence: a path to
sustainability. In Artificial Intelligence in Future
Mining (pp. 309-354). Academic Press.

[57]. Belhassen, Y., Uriely, N., & Assor, O. (2014).
The touristification of a conflict zone: The case of
Bil’in. Annals of Tourism Research, 49, 174-189.

[58]. Edwards, J. A., & i Coit, J. C. L. (1996). Mines

and quarries: Industrial heritage tourism. Annals of

tourism research, 23(2), 341-363.

[59].  Cochrane, F. (2015). The paradox of conflict
tourism: The commodification of war or conflict
transformation in practice. Brown J. World Aff-, 22, 51.

[60]. Hajkazemiha, N., Shariat, M., Monavari, M., &
Ataei, M. (2021). Evaluation of Mine Reclamation

Criteria using Delphi-Fuzzy Approach. Journal of

Mining and Environment, 12(2), 367-384.

[61]. Alavi, 1., Ebrahimabadi, A., & Hamidian, H.
(2022). A New Technical and Economic Approach to
Aptimal Plant Species Selection for Open-pit Mine

Reclamation  Process. Journal of Mining and
Environment, 13(4), 1091-1105.
[62]. Basu, D., & Mishra, S. (2023). A

comprehensive literature review approach for assessing
probable impact of post-reclamation strategies applied
to abandoned mines. Journal of Mining and
Environment, 14(3), 871-896.

[63]. Kuntz, A. F. (2019). Battir: Creative resistance
in a front line—Opportunities and dilemmas of tourism
development in a conflict zone. Tourism Culture &
Communication, 19(4), 265-276.

[64].  Lisle, D. (2016). Holidays in the danger zone:
Entanglements of war and tourism. U of Minnesota
Press.

[65]. Mahrouse, G. (2016). War-zone tourism:
Thinking beyond voyeurism and danger. ACME: An
International Journal for Critical Geographies, 15(2),
330-345.

20

Journal of Mining & Environment, Published online

[66]. Buda, D. M. (2015). Affective tourism: Dark
routes in conflict. Routledge.

[67]. Buda, D. M. (2016). Tourism in conflict areas:
Complex entanglements in Jordan. Journal of Travel
Research, 55(7), 835-846.

[68]. Najar, A. H., Rather, A. H., & Mir, M. A.
(2020). An assessment of tourists’ risk perceptions
visiting conflict zones: A study of the Kashmir
Valley. African Journal of Hospitality, Tourism and
Leisure, 9(2), 1-16.

[69]. Pouresmaieli, M., Ataei, M., Qarahasanlou, A.
N., & Barabadi, A. (2024). Corporate social
responsibility in complex systems based on sustainable
development. Resources Policy, 90, 104818.

[70]. Neef, A., & Grayman, J. H. (2018).
Conceptualising the tourism—disaster—conflict
nexus. The tourism—disaster—conflict nexus, 19, 1-31.

[71].  Alvarez, M., Campo, S., & Fuchs, G. (2020).
Tourism in conflict zones: Animosity and risk
perceptions. International Journal of Culture, Tourism
and Hospitality Research, 14(2), 189-204.

[72]. Salehi, S., Pouresmaieli, M., & Qarahasanlou,
A. N. (2025). A sustainable way to prevent oral diseases
caused by heavy metals with phytoremediation. Case
Studies in Chemical and Environmental Engineering,
101106.

[73].  Strombom, L. (2019). Exploring prospects for
agonistic encounters in conflict zones: Investigating
dual narrative tourism in
Israel/Palestine. Alternatives, 44(2-4), 75-93.

[74].  Suntikul, W. (2019). Tourism and war: global
perspectives.  In Handbook of globalisation and
tourism (pp. 139-148). Edward Elgar Publishing.

[75].  Vecco, M., & Srakar, A. (2018). The

unbearable sustainability of cultural heritage: An
attempt to create an index of cultural heritage
sustainability in conflict and war regions. Journal of
cultural heritage, 33,293-302.

[76].  Jonsen-Verbeke, M. (1999). Industrial heritage:
A nexus for sustainable tourism development. Tourism
geographies, 1(1), 70-85.

[77]. Mansfeld, Y., & Korman, T. (2015). Between
war and peace: Conflict heritage tourism along three
Israeli border areas. Tourism Geographies, 17(3), 437-
460.

[78]. Amin, F., & Nika, F. (2020). Tourism and
Contflict. Journal of Sales, Service and Marketing
Research, 1(2), 7-13.

[79].  Elbelkasy, M. I. (2024). Sustainability of
heritage buildings reuse between competition and
integration case study (Fuwwah and Rosetta). Journal of
Umm Al-Qura University for Engineering and
Architecture, 1-13.



Nag and Rathore

[80].  Garcia-Almeida, D. J. (2021). Knowledge
transfer processes in the authenticity of the intangible
cultural heritage in tourism destination competitiveness.
In Authenticity and Authentication of Heritage (pp. 21-
33). Routledge.

[81].  Novelli, M., Morgan, N., & Nibigira, C.
(2012). Tourism in a post-conflict situation of
fragility. Annals of Tourism Research, 39(3), 1446-
1469.

[82]. Pouresmaieli, M., Ataei, M., Qarahasanlou, A.
N., & Barabadi, A. (2024). Building ecological literacy
in mining communities: A sustainable development
perspective. Case  Studies in  Chemical  and
Environmental Engineering, 9, 100554.

[83].  Zavarika, G. M. (2022). Military tourism as a
peculiarity of tourism development in a post-conflict
territory. Journal  of  Geology, Geography and
Geoecology, 31(1), 186-193.

[84].  Somoza-Medina, X., & Monteserin-Abella, O.
(2021). The sustainability of industrial heritage tourism
far from the axes of economic development in Europe:
Two case studies. Sustainability, 13(3), 1077.

[85].  Cakmak, E., & Isaac, R. K. (2016). Drawing
tourism to conflict-ridden destinations. Journal of
Destination Marketing & Management, 5(4), 291-293.

[86].  Causevic, S., & Lynch, P. (2011). Phoenix
tourism: Post-conflict tourism role. Annals of Tourism
Research, 38(3), 780-800.

[87].  Choo, Y. S. (2017). Strengthening Tourism
Competitiveness in Cambodia: A Case of Culture and

21

Journal of Mining & Environment, Published online

Heritage Tourism in the Siem Reap Area: A Case of
Culture and Heritage Tourism in the Siem Reap

Area. 22 AT, 17(2), 137-152.

[88]. Pouresmaieli, M., Ataei, M., & Qarahasanlou,
A. N. (2023). A scientometrics view on sustainable
development in surface mining: Everything from the
beginning. Resources policy, 82, 103410.

[89]. Pouresmaieli, M., Ataei, M., Forouzandeh, P.,
Azizollahi, P., & Mahmoudifard, M. (2022). Recent
progress on sustainable phytoremediation of heavy
metals from soil. Journal of Environmental Chemical
Engineering, 10(5), 108482.

[90].  European Network for Accessible Tourism
(ENAT). (2024). European Network for Accessible
Tourism. ENAT. https://www.accessibletourism.org/

[91]. Robaina-Calderin, L., Martin-Santana, J. D., &
Muioz-Leiva, F. (2023). Immersive experiences as a
resource for promoting museum tourism in the Z and
millennials  generations. Journal — of  Destination
Marketing & Management, 29, 100795.

[92].  Ghosh, S. (2022). Geopolitical risk, economic
growth, economic uncertainty and international inbound
tourism: an Indian Illustration. Review of Economics
and Political Science, 7(1), 2-21.

[93]. Pouresmaieli, M., & Osanloo, M. (2019,
November). Establishing a model to reduce the risk of
premature mine closure. InIOP Conference Series:
Earth and Environmental Science (Vol. 362, No. 1, p.
012005). IOP Publishing.




RISl g jlaimmo g (dno (gl — gole 4y

S ) baed § ¢5ARD ¢ guws iR0

i

),,.»L."a miuo oL “")“""’ o.l(uw.l

4y

9l 9 S

I.I L} /
/
‘a

ol)._u_l OARD (g dins oA:ul

S0 Ol 6 ol j G Ryl Gl (2wl (K @bl jo (5,580 ,5

U5l S Sl g WS 2ol

e olaa ) el amle Jlaile oKy (g loxes 5 (5,9L3 (psle saSiisly ()b g (5 loaxe caSiails. )
wp egi oo (gailS | panl e oljT olRils o5 Kisd 5 Slalllas 05,5 .Y

oS>

o Ol

bl ;s MHO) (Ganse Sl sl o 50 (6,503 5 dnnugs laplle 5 LSl o 5 3ados 00
PS8 S Sl g hgz g iz (Sa2 g (Fu)b glie Glojen o ped (pl sl 35 j0ke (625 )0
Bap s it (5,659 Bblie sla T 3 Yyane o (i3l sla gl ls 5 el Dlagag 2o
O 4 oy axgi b bl ez ln 6505 il Rl Gl (oleel, 8L adllae oo
S o Sl |y (Ko Bl el Cilis g dnale oS Lie a5 Caud (6, 550,5 Il Cu e sacanlon
100t G095 (R 5 Pgn 9 Woged (it 9 1S (o0 Jelot g 2525 ) (625 0 il Bblie (5990 adlllae
A aes o L gl aes o lis |y ol ayyod ulul 5 (6 K58 5 slaaidls i 5 o jo Sl
Sz 3 5 oS Joo (eletal iluasallys g golatdl sy slp (ele e 4 Sl oo (5, K00 5 48
i OIS sl sl Slos slaarogi aslllas (ol WS o (52553 5l o] bl o glo bl
9 e dnslz gl 4 &5 5518 9 5iged (65505 oo Ko I amo e il ansl> sliel g 65805
Gblie 0 65805 (Saazny Sy pg3l » dlie uloly o0 Coles ol (Kap 9 B s 5l ili>
S o 05Ty 5 glsi sl Gl lin (B 5l ool L s 5 0

Yovol-vies Jluyl &6
YoVO/ VY 5918 &6
ARAC YA (AR JERYF P10

DOI: 10.22044/jme.2025.15719.3024

oS Slals

5,0 gble
b cbli>
e Sy
Ml Rae S

(S6..7) ar.aditi204@gmail.com :L3lSe ¢) ghun 06X uuyg E



